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May 31, 2013
Dear Parents of Incoming Fourth Graders,


Engaging your child in reading is essential to building good comprehension skills.  The best way to begin working on improving reading comprehension is to read, read and read again!


This summer your child will be expected to read at least one of the 2013-2014 Sunshine State books listed on the back of this notice and are also available on the school website. These books are award winning books that are ideal for students in 3rd-5th grade.


Your child will complete a poster project once they have completed their reading.  The poster must contain the title of the book along with the author’s name. It must also have a short summary of the story along with an evaluation of whether or not your child would recommend this book to their class. The poster should include visual representations of the main characters and the central theme of the story.  This can be done with illustrations or through magazine cut outs.  Your child can exercise their creativity with this portion of the project.  


This project will be due on Friday, August 23rd, 2013 which is the first Friday of the new school year.  We urge your child to be original and creative since this will be their first required assignment for their 4th grade reading class.  In addition, during the first two weeks of school, your child will take an Accelerated Reader Test on the book that they selected and receive a reading grade based on their performance.  





The Fourth Grade Team
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Fake Mustache, or, How Jodie O'Rodeo and Her Wonder Horse (and Some Nerdy Kid) Saved the U.S. Presidential Election from a Mad Genius Criminal Mastermind
by Tom Angleberger
Lenny Flem Jr. is the only one standing between his evil-genius best friend Casper and world domination as Casper uses a spectacularly convincing fake mustache and the ability to hypnotize to rob banks, amass a vast fortune, and run for president.  AR 4.6
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One and Only Ivan
by Katherine Applegate
When Ivan, a gorilla who has lived for years in a down-and-out circus-themed mall, meets Ruby, a baby elephant that has been added to the mall, he decides that he must find her a better life.  AR 3.6
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Mousenet
by Prudence Breitrose
Sent to live with her chef father and his wife in Oregon after having stayed with her inventor uncle and scientist mother in Cincinnati, ten-year-old misfit Megan is lonely until she starts working with some computer-savvy mice to try to save Mouse Nation--and the planet. AR 6
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Floors
by Patrick Carman
Leo, the son of the maintenance man of the Whippet Hotel, opens a series of cryptic boxes which reveals hidden floors, strange puzzles, and unexpected alliances and leads him on an adventure to save the building and his future. AR 5.7
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The Year of the Book
by Andrea Cheng
In Chinese, peng you means friend. But in any language, all Anna knows for certain is that friendship is complicated. When Anna needs company, she turns to her books. Whether traveling through A Wrinkle in Time, or peering over My Side of the Mountain, books provide what real life cannot—constant companionship and insight into her changing world. Books, however, can't tell Anna how to find a true friend. She'll have to discover that on her own.  AR 3.6
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Thomas and the Dragon Queen
by Shutta Crum
A kingdom is at war. A princess has been kidnapped by a dragon queen. A brave squire volunteers to set out on a quest to rescue her.
But there's just one small problem. He's Thomas, the shortest of all the squires. With little more than a donkey, a vest, and a sword, Thomas will have to use all of his courage and determination to battle a beast with many heads, reach a forbidden island, and rescue the princess from a most fearsome dragon-and an even more fearsome fate!  AR 5.3
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Double Dog Dare
by Lisa Graff
When Kansas Bloom moves to California and joins the Media Club at school, he soon finds himself trying to outdo one of the other fourth-grade students in a "dare war" while vying for the job of on-air video homeroom announcer.  AR 4.4
 

 

	[image: image9.jpg]


 

Melonhead
by Katie Kelly
In the Washington, D.C. neighborhood of Capitol Hill, Lucy Rose's friend Adam "Melonhead" Melon, a budding inventor with a knack for getting into trouble, enters a science contest that challenges students to recycle an older invention into a new invention. AR 4
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Touch Blue
by Cynthia Lord
When the state of Maine threatens to shut down their island's one-room schoolhouse because of dwindling enrollment, eleven-year-old Tess, a strong believer in luck, and her family take in a trumpet-playing foster child, to increase the school's population.  AR 4.4
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Waiting for the Magic
by Patricia MacLachlan
When William's father leaves, his mother promptly goes out and adds four dogs and a cat to their lives. William's sure that nothing can fill the hole left by his father, but the new additions to the family are determined to help, and with his sister, Elinor, and his mother, William will learn that "family" can come in all shapes and sizes.  AR 3
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The Candymakers
by Wendy Mass
Four gifted twelve-year-olds, including Logan, the candymaker's son, are set to be contestants in the Confectionary Association's national competition to determine the nation's tastiest sweet, but nobody anticipates that a friendship will form between them.  AR 5
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The Five Lives of our Cat Zook
by Joanne Rocklin
As ten-year-old Oona and younger brother Fred conspire to break their sick cat Zook out of the veterinary clinic, Oona tells the story of Zook's previous lives.   AR 4.5
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Glory Be
by Augusta Scattergood
Gloriana faces her twelfth birthday in 1964 and struggles with the changes she sees happening around her, but while she struggles to understand the shift in her relationships with her sister--who is about to enter high school--and her best friend, Frankie, Gloriana witnesses tempers rise in a debate over a segregated public pool.   AR 4.3
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Wish Stealers 
by Tracy Trivas
Years ago pennies were stolen from a wishing fountain, and it falls to Griffin to set things right, but he will undoubtedly face grave dangers on his quest.   
AR 4.4
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Janitors
by Tyler Whitesides
A sixth grader stumbles upon a secret that threatens to turn schoolchildren everywhere into mindless automatons.  AR 5.1
 


